Draft Minutes of the Playground Working Group meeting 

Held at 6.45 p.m. on 9th November 2011
in Tanyard Hall, 30 Station Road, Gomshall

Present:  Councillors C. Brooke (Chairman of the Playground Committee), R. Andrews, B. Cohen, S. Nielson, Residents Mr. R. Bannister, Hon. Alderman K. Childs, Mrs. P. Foster, Mr. R. Hedgecock, Mrs O. Jila, Mr M. Martin, Mr. C. Nunn, Mrs L. Pettibone and two local youngsters.

Apologies for absence – no apologies had been received.

The Chairman commenced the meeting by stating that a youth meeting had been held on the evening of 3rd November in Tanyard Hall which had been attended by 20 youngsters, 18 boys, 2 girls, Mr Spencer, Mrs Jila, Mr Nunn, the Chairman and the Clerk.   She stated that the adults present at the meeting had been most impressed with the way the youngsters had  conducted themselves. They had broken down into discussion groups, talked widely and presented their views clearly.  She felt that the gathering was on a par with a company team building exercise.  

Mr Martin then outlined the views of the youngsters stating that they had tackled the evening with great enthusiasm whilst examining some pictures of various types of equipment and giving their views.  Their views were conveyed to the Working Group as follows:

All youngsters liked the equipment combination which had recently been installed in Rudgwick.  They felt that the ideal arrangement for the new equipment would be a quarter pipe, a middle spine, a box and then another quarter pipe.  

They discussed various materials and felt that the equipment should be in either wood or metal.  Metal was mainly preferred as it dries quickly after rain and is less easy to vandalise.  They also felt that the metal ramps would provide useful shelter if it rained. Consideration could be given to making the design a little wider than that at Rudgwick to enable younger children to use the edge of the equipment.  However, it was felt that the main equipment should be geared to the 11 – 14 age group.  

The Working Group felt that the proposed location should be taken into account when finally deciding whether to provide the equipment in metal or wood.  It should also be enclosed by fencing with possibly a low hedge planted around the outside.

Several possible sources of funding were discussed and these will be explored further once cost implications are known.

Location - Fourteen sites were suggested by Members of the Working Group.  Some of these were then disregarded following consideration against the following criteria:

Location Criteria

Proximity issues

Not too close to housing

Need to minimise conflict with adjacent land users

Needs to be overlooked by passers-by/houses

Close to other activities

Parking?

Geography

Size

Suitable terrain i.e. not likely to flood, too steep etc.

Convenient location for users – paths

Safety getting there

May need to be outside the Settlement Area

Away from trees/mud

Ownership

Other opinions

Police advice

Emergency Services regarding access 

Members of the Working Group were requested to look at the various sites suggested prior to the next meeting bearing in mind that they should not trespass on private property.  They were also requested not to discuss the various sites but to wait until these had all been fully considered at the next meeting.  Mr Martin will make enquiries regarding approximate costs of various types of equipment.

Equipment Safety

Enquiries had been made and it was stated that all the major suppliers of skateboard equipment would appear to manufacture this in accordance with current safety requirements.

Date of next meeting – to be arranged and notified to the Working Group.
