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7
th

 February 2017 

 

Agenda item 16/185: Church Lane, Holmbury St Mary 

 

 

‘As requested, here is a summary of the situation with Church Lane, Holmbury St Mary for 

your parish council meeting. 

 

Church Lane in Holmbury is owned by Shere Manor Estate. The users of the road are the 

congregation of St Mary’s Church and the residents of the 4 properties on the other side of 

the road. It is not used by Shere Manor Estate at all.  

 

The road is in need of some repair owing to some large potholes and last year, the Estate 

received a request from St Mary’s Church to look at repairing the potholes. We obtained two 

quotes which varied enormously in price - the lower of the two estimates is attached 

here.  (This is now out of date and an up to date quote is needed.)  (The quote is for 80 square 

metres of patch repairs at a cost of £2,280, excluding VAT)  

 

We suggested that the cost of the repairs be met by the users of the road. Liz Cave, the 

churchwarden of St Mary’s Church, agreed that they would meet half the cost of the repairs if 

the other users would divide the remaining half between them. The other residents have also 

agreed to contribute to the repairs and suggested that the Estate should also make a 

contribution.  

 

Although not a legal obligation, the Estate is happy to do this.  (Case law states that where 

somebody has a right of way on a private road, they also have an obligation to contribute to 

the maintenance. Indeed the Highways Act 1980 empowers the Highway Authority to order 

the frontages to carry out repairs to a private road which are "needed to obviate danger to 

traffic".    The legislation also allows the authority to carry out the work itself if the order is 

ignored and to recover the expenses incurred from the frontages)  

 

However, it no longer seems sensible for the Estate to own a road which is not used by them 

at all. 

 

We therefore propose transferring the lane to the parish council for £1 so that the council 

could be in control of what work is done and when. Although this would involve some legal 

costs on both sides, it would seem the most practical solution in the long run. The Estate 

would still be prepared to make a contribution to the cost of the repairs to the road. 

 

Do let me know if you need any further clarification, but I hope this outline of the situation is 

enough for the purposes of your meeting this evening’ 

 

 

Shere Manor Estate 

 

 


