
MINUTES OF THE SHERE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

ON THURSDAY 7
th

 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 

SHERE VILLAGE HALL, GOMSHALL LANE, SHERE 

 
 

Present:  Parish Councillors R Davey (Chairman), C Carlisle (Vice-Chairman), R Andrews, 

P Carter, A Collingwood, J Cross, A Golightly, B Grover, B Harrap, J Hutton, G Reffo and 

R Smith; the Parish Clerk, J Millett; Honorary Alderman K Childs, Borough Councillor 

R Billington, County Councillor K Taylor and four members of the public. 

  
 

Ref: Item: 

16/175 To accept apologies and reasons for absence in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, para 40.  Apologies for absence were received 

from Parish Councillor C Brooke.    

16/176 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) by Councillors on any of 

the agenda items below in accordance with The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable 

Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464).  NONE received 

16/177 Register of Interests – to declare any amendments.  (Members were reminded 

that any amendments must also be notified by Councillors in writing to the 

Monitoring Officer, Guildford Borough Council, Millmead, Guildford. GU2 4BB).  

NONE received. 

16/178 Declaration of gifts or hospitality over £25.  Members were reminded that once a 

declaration of gifts or hospitality had been made then a new Form of Financial and 

Other Registerable Interests must be completed.  NONE received. 

 SHORT ADJOURNMENT TO ENABLE THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COUNCIL  
K Childs expressed his disappointment at the delays in implementing the affordable 

housing project at Peaslake Farm.  Amongst other things, he felt that there was no 

need for the Housing Provider Selection Sub-Committee.  He also suggested that it 

would be wrong for the Parish Council to enter into a covenant on the fields as it 

should not tie the hands of future Parish Councils in this matter. 

K Taylor reported that funding from Surrey County Council was now available for 

flood prevention works at London Lane, Shere, amounting to just over £8,000.  The 

total cost of the works would be in the region of £10,000 and the Parish Council 

indicated that, if necessary, it could contribute about £2000 towards this cost.  

16/179 APPROVED the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th January 2017, 

subject to the following additions proposed by G Reffo: 

16/158, APPROVED the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 10
th

 November 

2016, subject to the following addition to the note of the public adjournment: ‘The 

Chairman acknowledged that he had not contacted the local resident as he suggested 

at the November Council meeting, to discuss any wording of corrections that might 

be necessary to the article in the Parish Council’s report of its September 2016 

meeting to the Parish Magazine, entitled ‘Peaslake Farm Challenge’.’  

16/159, third bullet point, add at the end of the minute, ‘the contractor being 

requested to carry out this work at a discounted fee.’  

16/159, fourth bullet point, add ‘and the Clerk be requested to check whether the fee 

suggested by the land agent was a one off fee or annual charge.’ 

16/164, adjust the foot-note to read, ‘(G Reffoe declared an interest in the lease at 

Ewhurst Road)’ 



 ITEMS FOR DECISION: 

16/180 Peaslake Farm:  

 To consider draft instructions to land agent.  DEFERRED consideration to 

next meeting. 

 to consider a suggested mechanism to create a 'no build' covenant on the 

fields at Peaslake Farm. DEFERRED consideration to next meeting. 

16/181   Finance matters 

 APPROVED income totalling £5,719.43 and expenditure totalling 

£6,471.29 for the month ended January 2017 

 NOTED bank reconciliations for month ended January 2017 

 NOTED income and expenditure against budget to end of January 2017 

16/182 Police Matters – to consider any matters that need to be brought to the attention of 

the Police.  NOTED that: 

 people had been driving around on Goose Green, Gomshall, which was 

damaging the grassed surface.  This had been reported to the police and a 

crime number had been issued. 

 an abandoned car was parked in the disabled parking bay in Middle Street 

Shere and the police and highways authority had been informed.  

16/183 General Purposes Committee, 19 January 2017 – NOTED the minutes.   

AGREED that G Rapley be appointed to extend the concrete path to the Shere 

Recreation Ground car park to accommodate the bins, at a cost of £920.   

16/184 Risk Assessments – APPROVED the Parish Council’s risk assessments, subject to 

the following amendments:   

 consideration being given to fire escape announcements at public meetings 

 reference to a general Duty of Care to councillors, workers and visitors to 

Council premises and in particular to the Clerk who should not lock up 

Council premises on her own after meetings 

 under ‘Governance - timely, accurate reporting of Council business, include 

reference to meetings being recorded.  Under paragraph 14, up-date Code of 

Conduct reference, as necessary. 

16/185 Church Lane, Holmbury St Mary – to consider future ownership of and repairs to 

Church Lane.  The Churchwarden of St Mary’s church addressed the meeting.  

DEFERRED consideration of a contribution by the Parish Council towards the cost 

of repairs, pending receipt of information from other parties involved, on the 

amounts that they will contribute.  DEFERRED consideration of buying the Lane 

from Shere Manor Estates. 

(R Smith declared an interest in the adjoining churchyard)  

16/186 Quiet Lanes and De-cluttering Working Group – RECEIVED a report of the 

meeting held on 26 January 2017.  NOTED that a meeting of the Working Group 

with the Police Commissioner had been scheduled for 1 March, at Tanyard Hall, to 

discuss a possible rural highway network to manage better the transit of HGVs and 

their impact on the local area.     

16/187 Newlands Corner – NOTED a letter from The Planning Inspectorate in response to 

representations about Surrey County Council’s proposed car parking machines at 

this location, advising that there would not be a public inquiry into this application 

for development. 

16/188 Goose Green trees – NOTED that a local resident had been going to attend the 

meeting to submit a revised request to cut back trees adjacent to his property.   In 

the absence of the local resident this item was DEFERRED. 



 ITEMS TO NOTE: 

16/189 Councillors’ Business (for noting or including on the agenda for the next meeting) 

B Grover – asked for progress in purchasing the well in Middle Street, Shere – 

Clerk to chase solicitor; received a request from the vicar to change the Christmas 

tree lights from coloured to white so that people could see their hymn sheets during 

‘Carols in the Square’ – North ward councillors to review, in consultation with the 

Clerk.  

B Harrap – was pleased to report that the on-going problem of mud in Rad Lane, 

Peaslake, had been cleared up when the gas main had been replaced – the contractor 

liaised with the Countryside Officer in this matter 

J Cross – commented on the lack of volunteers to act as speed gun operators, 

jeopardising the speed gun licence.  It was noted that someone was needed to draw 

up a rota of volunteers and then organise more regular speedwatch sessions. 

A Golightly – suggested that the lease of Peaslake Farm be placed on the agenda for 

the next meeting.  She also requested that an item be placed on the next Council 

agenda for possible Parish Council sponsorship of a first aid and defibrillator 

training event. 

J Cross – reported that planning permission was being sought for the new 

emergency generator at Shere surgery 

G Reffoe – thanked Surrey County Council, and Bahram Assadi in particular for a 

recent site meeting, for the installation of the pedestrian walkway in Peaslake Lane, 

Peaslake. 

A Collingwood – queried the timber used for the gate by Shere church and for repair 

to the fence in Queen Street, which she felt, should have been oak and not pine. 

R Davey – commented that one of the lights was out on Shere bridge.  

16/190 Clerk’s Report (for noting, delegation to the Clerk or inclusion on the next agenda) 

NOTED that Surrey Highways had taken enforcement action in relation to a mirror 

on an orange post and frame that had been erected on the pavement in Upper Street. 

16/191    Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 7th March 2017, 8.00pm, Peaslake Memorial Hall, 

Walking Bottom, Peaslake. GU5 9RR 

 


