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Train service at Gomshall cut - the Parish Council is extremely disappointed that the time-

table for trains stopping at Gomshall has been reduced and caused huge inconvenience for 

many of our local residents. Briefly, Great Western Railway have said that because certain 

train times have changed, the interconnections don't co-ordinate and so the decision has been 

taken to cut out certain trains stopping at Gomshall. 

  

This is a national issue and questions have been raised in parliament about the chaos caused 

by wholescale changes in timetables.  For the Parish Council's part, it will be doing 

everything it can to lobby for resumption in services.  The Parish Council is represented on a 

local consumer group set up by the railway authority to improve customer services on the 

North Downs line; it will liaise with the Chairman of Guildford Local Committee who is 

trying to promote the North Downs line and will write to the MP in the strongest possible 

terms. 

  

 A fuller report on this topic is in the Village Voices section of this magazine. 

 

Improvement plans from your Borough Council – Guildford’s Deputy Leader, Matt 

Furniss, recently presented some of their planned initiatives to the Parish Council.  They 

include: 

 improvements to junction 10 of the M25 with the A3, in 2022 – 2024 - this is an 

accident blackspot with a lot of congestion 

 A3 widening between the Stoke junction and Guildford Cathedral, also a currently 

heavily-congested spot 

 two new stations serving Guildford: Guildford West, next to the hospital, and 

Guildford East, at Merrow.   

 a new sculpture and war memorial in Castle Gardens, Guildford for the post 1945 

fallen is to be unveiled this August - the Borough Council would like to be advised of 

names that should be included and their contact is phillipa.coldham@guildford.gov.uk 

 possible refurbishment of the badly maintained footpath up to Newlands Corner  

 on random dates, sending Parking Enforcement Officers to Shere who will issue fixed 

penalty notices to drivers flouting parking restrictions, such as double yellow lines. 

 

Farney Lane, Peaslake – Surrey Highways have agreed to upgrade the footway at the 

junction of Pursers Lane and Farney Lane, opposite Crest Hill.  This should be welcome 

news to local residents who currently have to negotiate the sometimes very muddy, uneven 

surface to get to the nearby bus stop. 

 

Public meeting in Holmbury re: traffic calming – a public meeting is planned soon to 

show residents a traffic calming proposal for Holmbury St Mary.  The Parish Council can 

then garner public opinion before it formally asks Surrey Highways to add the finalised 

scheme to its list of schemes to be considered by their Guildford Local Committee.  The date 

of the meeting is expected to be in early autumn and will be well-published. 
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Shere Cinema Club – the Parish Council welcomes the Club’s innovative plan to hold an 

outdoor screening of ‘The Greatest Showman’ film on Friday, 24
th

 August, at Shere 

Recreation Ground.  It has made a small donation towards the cost of this event.   

Government petition re: funding formula for Surrey’s roads - a petition to parliament has 

been raised by a Surrey County Councillor, flagging up the discrepancy of funding for Surrey 

roads compared with its usage and challenging the out-dated funding formula.  It is 

disappointing that Surrey County Council has not publicised the petition but if you are 

concerned about the state of Surrey’s roads and would like to see more details or sign the 

petition, please visit the Government’s petition web-site at 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/217930 

 

So far, the petition has been signed by a little over 5,000 people and 10,000 signatures are 

needed for it to be debated by Parliament. At the very least, it should raise Government 

awareness of the level of discontent in the general populace.  Surrey Highways is currently 

having to manage severe budgetary cuts and in response are on the whole, only dealing with 

emergency works.  They do not have the funding to deal with ‘nice to have’ projects, minor 

works and preventative maintenance.  So for all people who have hit potholes, damaged cars, 

and those who have fallen on foot, or from bikes and motorbikes, some of whom have ended 

up with very serious injuries, please consider signing the petition.  The existing funding 

formula has got to change!  

  

Introduction of parking charges at Newlands Corner – despite strong representations by 

the Parish Council and extensive lobbying by the Save Newlands Corner Campaign Group 

and other local residents, parking charges will start at Newlands Corner, on Monday, 9 July. 

 

Parking for up to 20 minutes will be free and for longer stays, residents will be able to pay by 

credit or debit card or through RinGo – either using the RinGo app or over the phone.  

Residents can also apply for a Newlands Corner annual parking pass for £60 by calling 01785 

336781 or online, by visiting countrysidecarparks.co.uk 

  

Surrey County Council say that charging for parking means that it can continue investing in 

its countryside sites despite cuts to funding, rising costs and increasing demand for its key 

services.  Parking charges will also be coming to Chobham Common, Wisley and Ockham 

Commons, Norbury Park, Rodburgh Common and Whitmoor Common.  A separate annual 

pass will be available for those sites.  For more information, visit surreycc.gov.uk/payand 

conserve 

 


