Holmbury St Mary Traffic Safety Consultation Report
Submitted to Shere Parish Council October 2025.

Traffic conditions in the village are undermining safety, quality of life, and the
character of the parish, and require immediate, evidence-based intervention.

Executive Summary

The Holmbury St Mary Traffic Safety Consultation reveals that unsafe traffic conditions,
especially speeding, are a daily concern for nearly all residents. The overwhelming
majority support urgent action, including reducing the speed limit to 20mph and adding
physical traffic-calming measures. Four major locations require immediate attention
along with improving visibility at junctions:

Horsham Road: Central to safety concerns due to speeding, hazardous
junctions, and unsafe crossings.

o Village Approaches (especially Forest Green): High-risk entry points lacking
effective speed reduction and visual gateways.

e Hurtbank Area: Narrow pavements and overgrown vegetation endanger
pedestrians.

e The Glade: 20mph limit is routinely ignored without physical enforcement.

The strong recommendation is that the parish council consider that road safety and
traffic calming are strategic priorities within the Parsh Strategic Plan, that the Parish
Council actively advocates for measures to reduce speed and traffic danger and that it
considers using its own resources and budgets to address the unsafe roads in the
village.



A: Introduction

This report presents the findings from Holmbury St Mary’s 2025 consultation on traffic
safety conducted in August 2025.

The survey captured responses from 123 residents and road users, an exceptional
turnout in a community of fewer than 700 registered voters, demonstrating a clear
consensus and an urgent call for action.

The message is unambiguous:

traffic conditions in the village are undermining safety, quality of life, and the
character of the parish, and require immediate intervention.

B: A Daily, Pervasive Threat: The Scale and Nature of the Problem

Almost nine out of ten villagers report experiencing 91% of residents consider

problems personally with speeding and hazardous road Unsafolirarfictolbelalconaern

conditions on a daily or very frequent basis. The risk is and three quarters felt this
issue should be of the highest

importance to the Council

omnipresent, not confined to specific times or places, and
affects all demographics:

e “Everyday, | worry for my children walking to school
as cars speed by.”

o We live nearthe Green and regularly hear the screech of brakes, blaring horns,
and the sounds of near-misses. It's a constant reminder of how unsafe that
stretch of road has become

e |gotaphone call one day at work that my girlfriend had been hitin her car by a
land rover that was clearly going over the speed limit and made no attempt to
stop. This was the scariest phone call of my life. She had to be cut out of the car
due to the severity of the crash. She was pulling out of Pitland Street onto
Horsham Road and the road was completely clear when she pulled out. Due to
the other car speeding she would never have seen it until it was too late

Speeding: Not Just Breaking Limits, but Unsafe Limits

The most persistent and widely reported issue is speeding. It is not simply that drivers
routinely exceed the

established 30mph limit, Reducing the speed limit through the village has an
Community Speed watch 80% approval rate from all respondents and higher
logged 1,053 incidents, still from those residents living in the village.
including 974 at 36mph or



higher, but that for many, the 30mph standard is itself excessive for village lanes,
crossings, and proximity to homes and schools.

Numerous comments stress that Holmbury’s layout, like that of neighbouring Surrey
Hills parishes, demands a 20mph limit.

o “30mph feels far too fast to be safe, especially at busy crossings and when cars
are parked.”

o "Traffic through the village is an inevitable consequence of modern life. But it
needs to go slower.

e “Neighbouring villages have 20mph limits on much wider, straighter stretches of
road. Why are we being put at risk unnecessarily?”

e "I strongly support 20mph restriction through the whole village. | feel we all know
how dangerous it is to walk along the road and it’s only a matter of time until
someone gets seriously injured.

Junctions, Crossings, and Large Vehicles

Many villagers highlight the risk at junctions such as Pitland Street and the village green,
where poor visibility, parked vehicles, and an absence of safe pedestrian crossings
leave residents, especially children and the elderly, in danger. The problems are
compounded by the speed of vehicles and the regular presence of HGVs and large vans,
which force cars and pedestrians together in spaces too tight for both. The growth of the
volume of electric cars especially with an elderly population means that this danger is
increasing. Hikers, including children completing their Duke of Edinburgh Award,
Cyclists, Horse Riders are also impacted and often have no awareness of the danger of
Horsham Road.

¢ “AtPitland Street junction, | often see cars having to swerve suddenly. One
collision here wrote off a neighbour’s car.”

o “HGVs make pavements unsafe, forcing vehicles and pedestrians together in
spaces that don't allow for error.”

e Crossing the road here feels genuinely dangerous. Visibility is virtually zero, so
you're forced to rely on hearing, which is useless if an electric vehicle comes
speeding around the bend



Ineffective Current Measures

More than three-quarters of residents feel current traffic-calming measures are failing.

Some speak of unintended consequences, where new obstacles have forced vehicles
into even more hazardous positions or done nothing to slow the most dangerous
behaviour. Maintenance, especially cutting back overgrown trees and hedges, is cited

as chronically lacking.

¢ “The new white gates and land extension by Pitland Street force cars onto the

wrong side of the road, double danger.”

e "Whyisthe speed limit not 20 already? It should be."

e “ltis not helpful that there is no maintenance to overhanging trees, drivers cross

the white line to avoid damage.”

C: Impact on Community Life

Traffic conditions in Holmbury St Mary are not just a technical or regulatory issue—they

are fundamentally reshaping daily life, eroding the sense
of safety, freedom, and well-being that defines the
village. Residents’ testimonies reveal a community living
with constant anxiety, disrupted routines, and a
diminished quality of life.

Constant, Daily Impact

The Issue Never Stops:

9/10 residents have personally
experienced a traffic safety
incident — for example a near
miss or a collision

e “We live near the Green and regularly hear the screech of brakes, blaring horns,
and the sounds of near-misses. It's a constant reminder of how unsafe that

stretch of road has become.”

e “We live near the Wayside Cottages pinch point and hear car horns every day
signalling frequent near misses... cars racing through at night often wake us up.”

e “Frequently being forced to either mount the kerb or drive my car into hedges

because of oncoming traffic... Constantly shouting at people to slow down and

being told to f** off or being gesticulated at!”

Incidents, Near Misses, and Real-World Impact

The sense of threat is not hypothetical. Seventy-two percent of those who responded
had witnessed or experienced near misses, incidents, or property damage, many

describe clutching children’s hands on narrow pavements, jumping into hedges, and




even actual injuries or collisions. A major incident at the junction of Pitland Street and
Horsham Road acts as a stark reminder of the danger faced.

e “lhadto jump into a hedge with my dog to avoid a car on the pavement.”
e “Mydaughter was hitin her car by a speeding driver turning out of Pitland Street.”

o “Wildlife fatalities, such as deer and badgers, are routine on village bends.”

e Overthe years we have had one parked car written off and two parked cars
damaged

Quality of Life Impacts
Fear and Anxiety in Daily Activities:

o “|literally hold my breath when | see children or animals walking along the
pavement.”

e “With a very young family it makes us nervous walking along that road.”
o “Very difficult protecting grandson from vehicles when walking to playground.”

e “My elderly father lives up the road and has to cross over twice in order to visit
us. It's like a military operation when we meet, | stand one side while he waits for
my hand signal to go.”

Loss of Freedom and Village Life:

o “lIfeelwe all know how dangerous itis to walk along the road and it's only a
matter of time until someone gets seriously injured.”

e “Thisresults inincreased traffic in the village due to villagers having to drive
everywhere instead of walking, which is unsafe.”

e “Therecenttemporary traffic lights outside our house have been ajoy - | have
actually been able to cross to the pavement safely without fearing an electric car
will plough me down.”

Psychological Stress and Hypervigilance
Constant Vigilance Required:

e “Outside Hill View where pavement is exceptionally narrow, | have learnt to stop
and press back against hedge to be safe from cars speeding very close to the
kerb.”

o “loften walk along the road from Felday houses up to the church with a pram. |
have to be very careful on the bend at wayside cottages as cars will mount the
kerb.”



e “Even as an able pedestrian you feel vulnerable when walking on village
footways.”

Long-term Deterioration
The Problem Has Worsened Over Time:

e “I've lived here over 30 years, and I've seen multiple incidents... 30 years ago the
incidence of these events was OK, but with increased traffic, it's not now.”

e “The Horsham Road turns into a race track during commuter hours.”

These testimonies paint a clear picture of residents living in constant fear and having
their quality of life significantly diminished by relentless speeding traffic that affects
every aspect of village life—from simple walks to visiting elderly relatives.

D: Level of Support for New Measures

. . . I . 0
The village is as united as it is anxious. Over 90% of 90% of residents

respondents strongly back a package of interventions . .
expressing an opinion

that combines targeted enforcement, physical changes support traffic calming

to road layout, and improved design. There is strong T

appetite for measures including:
e Reducing the main speed zone to 20mph
¢ More and better-placed vehicle-activated SIGNS and average speed cameras
e Priority narrowings and chicanes that truly slow traffic at key points

e Better-maintained pavements and verges, and effective restrictions on HGVs and
large vans

o Safe crossings and clear village gateways

Residents are explicit that they wish to partner with the parish and county councils to
fund, monitor, and evolve these solutions if the right leadership and initial investment is
shown.

e “The village speaks with one voice, real action on traffic safety is not just wanted,
itis now essential.”

e “Surrey Highways’ objections to reducing the speed zone are void and need to be
overcome; the current situation is unsafe.”



E: Priority Locations for Action "| strongly support 20mph

Analysis of responses highlights several critical restriction through the whole

problem locations and corresponding solutions: village. | feel we all know how
dangerous it is to walk along

the road and it’s only a matter
of time until someone gets

TOP PRIORITY: Horsham Road: Reducing
Speeds and Protecting Crossings

Horsham Road is central to residents’ anxiety. Its seriously injured.”

length is marked by excessive speed, hazardous

junctions (especially Pitland Street and the village green), and unsafe crossings. There is
overwhelming support for enforced speed reduction, physical calming measures, and
safer pedestrian crossings:

e “The whole of Horsham Road is treated as a race track, drivers ignore the limit
and children can’t cross without fear.”

Hurtbank Area: Addressing Central Driving and Pavement Danger

Near Hurtbank, overhanging branches and encroaching hedges force vehicles toward
the centre, leaving pedestrians vulnerable on narrow, inadequate pavements.
Respondents ask for active, regular vegetation management and engineering to
separate walkers from traffic:

e “The pavement at Hurtbank is so narrow that | have to press against the hedge
every time a car comes south.”

Village Approaches: Calming High-Risk Entry Points

Both the southern and northern entries (notably the Forest Green approach) pose
constant risk due to the absence of sufficient transition measures and high initial
speeds. Residents want clear visual gateways, traffic calming, and a lower limit before
vehicles enter the village:

e "The southern entrance to the village (pasture wood road end) is very dangerous
as cars come up the hill too fast and then have a straight wide road

e “The approach from Forest Green is terrifying; frequent near-misses and a steady
stream of broken wing mirrors on the curb.”

The Glade: Enforcing the 20mph Zone

While the 20mph limit exists in The Glade, it is frequently flouted due to the absence of
physical measures. Calls for chicanes, tables, and gateway features dominate
feedback:

e “20mphinThe Glade is constantly ignored, cars whizz through as if it were 30.”



F: Conclusion: Mandate for Parish Council Action

Holmbury St Mary’s consultation provides an undeniable mandate: the current situation
is unsustainable, unacceptable, and uniquely dangerous.

Residents of all ages, backgrounds, and parts of the village have united around both the
diagnosis and the prescription: the parish council must act decisively, in partnership
with county highways and the community, to deliver a programme of real safety
improvements.

The recommendations of this report are that:

e Traffic Calmingin Holmbury St Mary is identified as a Parish Strategic Priority.

e The Parish Council actively advocates for traffic calming measures by the current
and future local authorities and responsible bodies

e The Parish Council considers how it can use its own funds and resources to
support the priority of Holmbury St Mary having safer streets.



